EVS and my Expectations

The European Voluntary Service (EVS) is a Programme for people between 18 and 30 years to spend time in another European country, working in a social, cultural, or ecological project. It is funded by the European Union. I decided to do an EVS to gain a new perspective. I have lived in Germany my whole life and thereof spent most of my time in Berlin. After many years of education I wanted to do something completely else: Live in an area which I am not used to and work in an environmental project. 

I appreciate to work in many different fields which this project enables me to do. For I studied urban planning an important part of my future work will be to take and give information to people. In Žemaitija National Park I will assist in guiding tourists and work in the Visitors' Centre. Additionally I will talk to students in the grammar school about my home country and teach them German informally if they wish (maybe in exchange for Lithuanian...) There might also be the chance to have a look at the planning procedures going on in the national park which has a lot to do with my profession. Finally I will have the possibility to practise and strengthen my photography skills. I'm also looking forward to participate in the local life. For example, in Germany I used to sing in a choir which I would like to do here as well. The landscape and especially Lake Plateliai offers different kinds of  leisure activities.

But I think that being abroad will also give me something beyond technical improvements in the tasks I will carry out: I will acquire intercultural knowledge. What does that mean? In Lithuania I will learn different ways of valuing things. At the same time I will learn how “German” I am in the way I see these issues. I hope that noticing these differences will broaden my mind. This learning process is the actual European aspect of the Voluntary Service. For me it's important to be conscious of my progress in this field.

My first Days in Lithuania

One week ago I came to Lithuania. I arrived in Kaunas where the organisation which coordinates our EVS (European Voluntary Service) project has its office. In total we are 16 people working all other the country. We talked about general issues and got our pocket money. One day later we went to our destinations by bus. All of us will be working in pairs in different regional and national parks for nine months. My co-volunteer and I went to Plateliai because we are going to work in Žemaitija National Park. We live in a shared flat close to Lake Plateliai which is very huge. For I don't speak Lithuanian yet I did have difficulties to communicate with the people, but we get lessons in Lithuanian and I suppose I will learn quickly. The people in the national park administration are very nice and helpful. Our contact person assisted us with opening a bank account and buying Lithuanian telephone cards, moreover she brought us to several exhibitions and has already planned some excursions.

Plateliai is a really nice place. The wooden and colourful buildings remind me of film adaptions of Astrid Lindgren. As far as I have seen it yet, the landscape seems very beautiful, especially the lakes. I think it will be a very nice time!

